Family Law: Summer 2003

Professor Dalton

An Idiosyncratic Bibliography

This is in no way required reading!  Nor is it a complete list of valuable or entertaining reading on the grand and broad topic of family.  Most of literature’s great works would have to be on that list, after all.  Much of what follows is drawn from the list of books I recommend to people who want to understand better what abusive relationships are all about, and the impact they have on children.  The rest are recommendations that come to mind because I’ve read or reread  them recently, appreciated the insight they offer to someone who is teaching family law, and so imagine they might also offer insight to someone who is studying it.

Fiction
Paula Sharp, Crows Over A Wheatfield (1996)

A story of woman and child abuse, and the abuser’s manipulation of the family court system to perpetuate the abuse.  Chilling because the victim did not lack resources or support, and yet felt helpless to influence the outcome of the litigation. 

Roddy Doyle, Paddy Clarke, Ha Ha Ha (1993)

A wonderful story of a small boy growing up in Dublin in the 60s.  The impact on him of witnessing the tension between his parents, and his father’s occasional physical violence, is a sobering reminder of what children see, know and suffer, even growing up in a household in which they are loved, and in which the violence is supposedly “hidden.” 

Roddy Doyle, The Woman Who Walked Into Doors (1996)

An extreme story of abuse, but told in such a way that the woman’s ongoing choice to stay with her violent husband is made comprehensible and accessible.
Anna Quidlen, Black and Blue (1998)

Notable for its depiction of a young boy’s unshakeable loyalty to, and need for, his abusive father, even in the face of the danger his father poses to his mother.  Also a good account of how desperately hard it is to escape from an abuser who is determined to track you down, and what it means to be in hiding.

Andrea Ashworth, Once In A House On Fire (1998)

The story of two sisters growing up in a household in which their mother is abused by her husband (their step-father).  The very different consequences for each of them – but each with its own impeccable logic – makes for powerful reading.

Dorothy Allison, Bastard Out of Carolina (1992)

The story of a daughter whose mother “chooses” her abusive mate over the child he has sexually and physically abused.  A very difficult read.

Non-Fiction
John Stuart Mill, The Subjection of Women (1869)

Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (1929)

Ann Jones and Susan Schecter When Love Goes Wrong: What To Do When You Can’t Do Anything Right (1993)

Michele Weldon, I Closed My Eyes: Revelations of a Battered Woman (1999)

Judith Lewis Herman, Trauma and Recovery: The Aftermath of Violence – From Domestic Abuse to Political Terror (1992)

Donald Dutton, The Batterer: A Psychological Profile (1995)

Neil Jacobson and John Gottman, When Men Batter Women: New Insights into Ending Abusive Relationships (1998)

Betsy McAlister Groves, Children Who See Too Much (2002)

Lundy Bancroft & Jay Silverman, The Batterer as Parent (2002)

Kyle Pruett, Fatherneed: Why Fathercare is as Essential as Mothercare for Your Child (2000)

Ann Crittenden, The Price of Motherhood: Why the Most Important Job in the World Is Still the Least Valued (2001)

E. Mavis Hetherington & John Kelly, For Better or For Worse: Divorce Reconsidered (2002)

Judith Wallerstein & Sandra Blakeslee, The Unexpected Legacy of Divorce: A 25 Year Landmark Study (2001)

Anne Fausto-Sterling, Sexing the Body: Gender Politics and the Construction of Sexuality (2000)

Olga Silverstein & Beth Rashbaum, The Courage to Raise Good Men (1994)

William Pollock, Real Boys: Rescuing our Sons from the Myths of Boyhood

Jessica Benjamin, The Bonds of Love: Psychoanalysis, Feminism, and the Problem of Domination (1988)

Nancy Choderow, The Reproduction of Mothering: Psychoanalysis and the Sociology of Gender (1978)

