Chart 10: State Court Systems for Determining Family Law Matters
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�.	Family Law matters are defined to include divorce, annulment, and property distribution; child custody and visitation; alimony and child support; paternity, adoption, and termination of parental rights; juvenile cases (juvenile delinquency, child abuse, and child neglect); domestic violence; criminal non-support; name change; guardianship of minors and disabled persons; and withholding or withdrawal of life-sustaining medical procedures, involuntary admissions, and emergency evaluations. See, e.g. Del. Code Ann. tit. 10, §§ 921–925, 927–928 (2001). 





�.	Local legislative acts establish family court divisions, which exist in the larger judicial circuits. Ala. Code § 12-24-1 (2001). Since 1998, seven family court divisions have been established in smaller, rural areas. Jurisdiction varies. Tel. interview with Robert Sachar, state fam. court proj. coord., Ala. fam. court div. proj. (Nov. 12, 2001).





�.	The superior court and the district court hear family law cases. Alaska Stat. §§ 22.10.020, 22.15.030 (2001). Tel. interview with Neil Neisheim, area court admin. for S.E. Alaska (Dec. 19, 2001); Tel interview with Cindy Marshall, area court admin., Anchorage, Alaska (Dec. 18, 2001).


 


�.	The juvenile, domestic relations, and county divisions hear family law cases. Ariz. Const., art. 6, §§ 14, 15; Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§ 25-311, 8-102.01, 8-202 (2001). On March 21, 2001, a unified (integrated) family court project was established: the family court department of the Superior Court of Arizona, Maricopa County. Juvenile matters are heard in the juvenile court department. Tel. interview with Phil Knox, family court admin. (Dec. 18, 2001).





�.	A domestic relations division was established by administrative order, effective January 1, 2002. Ark. Code Ann. §§ 16-13-201, 9-12-301 (2001). This order permits each of twenty-five judicial circuits to submit plans for a domestic relations division to the supreme court for approval. Tel. interview with John Miller, staff att’y, admin. office of the courts (Nov. 27, 2001).





�.	San Francisco, Yolo, and San Mateo Counties presently have pilot unified family courts. Cal. Fam. Code §§ 20000–20002, 20010–20023, 20025–20026, 20030–20038, 20040–20043 (2001). Tel. interview with Christopher Wu, supervising att’y, admin. office of the courts, center for families, children, and the courts (Dec. 17, 2001).





�.	Family law divisions exist internally in Colorado Springs, Denver, and Arapahoe County. Tel. interview with Lila Cooper, unit supervisor, pub. serv. infor., El Paso Cty. Dist. Court (Dec. 12, 2001).





�.	The superior court hears all cases. Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. §§ 46b-174, 46b-180, 46b-121, 46b-42 (2001). Tel. interview with Steven Grant, deputy dir. for fam. serv. (Nov. 13, 2001).





�.	Delaware established its family court in 1971. Del. Code Ann. tit. 10, §§ 921–925, 927–928 (2001). Tel. interview with Jan McPherson, exec. dir. of leg. affairs (Dec. 3, 2001).





�.	The District of Columbia established its family division in 1970. D.C. Code Ann. § 11-902 (2001). The family division is to be reorganized by H.R. 2657. Tel. interview with Phil Lucas, deputy dir. fam. div. (Dec. 18, 2001).





�.	Either local rules or administrative orders expressly approved by the supreme court control implementation of family divisions in circuit courts. The supreme court issued an opinion on May 3, 2001, authorizing each judicial jurisdiction to establish a family division. Tel. interview with Jo Schur, fam. court initiative prog. coord., admin. office of the courts (Dec. 13, 2001).





�.	Georgia has pilot programs in Tallaposa judicial circuit, Tifton judicial circuit, and Atlanta judicial district with funding through 2004. Ga. Code Ann. § 15-5-26 (2000).  Tel. interview with Holly Sparrows, asst. dir. for res., admin. office of the courts (Dec. 3, 2001) and tel. interview with Ranette Matthews, dir., Fulton Cty. fam. div. (Jan. 19, 2002).





�.	Hawaii established its family court in 1965. Haw. Rev. Stat. § 571-3 (2001). Tel. int. with Collette Honda, law clerk to Sr. Judge Francis Wong, fam. court div. (Dec. 13, 2001).





�.	The district court and magistrate’s division hear family law cases. Idaho Code §§ 32-715,16-1602, 16-1603, 16-2002 (a) (2001). E-mail interview with Vicky Howard, admin. legal asst., admin. office of the courts, Idaho Sup. Ct. (Dec. 20, 2001).





�.	A family court currently operates in the fifth and sixth municipal districts. Tel. interview with Ann Sheldon, case manager, fam. court div., fifth mun. dist., Cir. Court of Cook Cty. (Dec. 18, 2001).





�.	The circuit, superior, county, and probate courts hear family law cases. Ind. Code Ann. §§ 33-5-4.5-1 to 33-5-50, 31-6-2-1.1, 38-2-10, 33-8-2-9 (2001). The Indiana Supreme Court adopted in 1999 a rule permitting any county to establish a family court division through a family court pilot project. Three counties are participating. Tel. interview with Jeff Berkowitz, dir. of juv. and fam. services, state court admin. office (Dec.19, 2001).





�.	The district court and juvenile court hear family law cases. Iowa Code Ann. §§ 602.7101, 600.3, 598.2 (2001). Tel. interview with David Boyd, staff att’y, appellate screening (Dec. 17, 2001).





�.	The supreme court has authorized the creation of family court departments whenever the district court judges find it necessary. Kan. Stat. Ann. § 20-438 (2001). Douglas, Johnson, Sedgwick, and Shawnee Counties have family court departments. Tel. interview with Mark Gleason, office of jud. admin., Kan. Sup. Ct. (December 4, 2001).





�.	Kentucky has ten judicial districts with family courts. The first was created in Jefferson County as a pilot program in 1991. In 1998, the legislature funded additional family courts. The chief judge has approved and funded nine additional, most at the circuit court level. Tel. interview with James Birmingham, court admin. for the fam. ct. (Oct. 23, 2001).





�.	There is one specific parish with a family court established in East Barton Rouge Parish. La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 13:1407(West 2001). Tel. interview with Richard Robinson of Hugh McCollin’s office, staff att’y of the jud. admin. office (Oct. 31, 2001).





�.	Beginning in April 1998, the state has a family court with only cases involving children. Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 4 § 1(West 2001). Tel. interview with Richard Templeton, assoc. clerk of the dist. court (Nov. 21, 2001).





�.	Each of the five largest jurisdictions has a family division: Baltimore City, Baltimore County, Anne Arundel County, Prince George’s County, and Montgomery County. 1993 Md. Laws ch. 198 and Md. Ct. Rule § 16-204 (West 2001). Tel. interview with T. Sue German, assoc. admin. of the fam. div. of the Cir. Court for Baltimore City (Dec. 3, 2001).





�.	In 1978 Massachusetts established its probate and family court department, which is a department of the Massachusetts trial court. The juvenile court department is separate. Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 211B, § 1 (West 2001). Facsimile by John McNicholls, court admin. of the probate and fam. courts (Nov. 19, 2001).





�.	In Michigan, all circuits have family courts as divisions of the state court. Various proceedings, such as guardianships and conservatorships have not been included as a part of probate. Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 600.1001 (2001). Tel. interview with William Newhouse, asst. dir. of trial court services (Oct. 30, 2001).





�.	There are family courts within selected areas of the state, on a county-by-county basis. Minn. Stat. Ann. §§ 260.019, 260.021, 260.011, 518.002–518.66 (West 2001). Tel. interview with Stephen Arnott, att’y, Children’s Law Center (Dec. 5, 2001).





�.	The family court in Harrison County was terminated in 1999. Miss. Code Ann. § 43-23-1 (repealed 1999). Tel. interview with Jamie McBride, att’y/program specialist of admin. office of the courts (Nov. 14, 2001).





�.	There are seven family courts throughout the state of Missouri. Six of these courts, specifically created by statute, exist in the larger metropolitan areas. Other circuits can choose by local court rule to establish a family court in their circuit. Mo. Rev. Stat. § 487.010 (West 2001). St. Louis is attempting to establish a unified family court. Tel. interview with Gary Waint, div. dir. of juv./adult court programs, state courts. admin. office (Nov. 19, 2001).





�.	The district court and the youth court hear family law cases. Mont. Code Ann. §§ 40-4-104, 40-6-109, 41-3-103, 41-5-203 (West 2001). Tel. interview with Chris Wethern, staff att’y, Montana Sup. Ct. (Nov. 21, 2001).





�.	The district court, county court, and juvenile court hear family law cases. There is no specified family court. Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 24-517.01, 24-517.02 (repealed 2001). Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 43-247, 42-348 (West 2001). Tel. interview with Ken Wade, assoc. admin. of the court admin. office (Dec. 3, 2001).





�.	Family courts are authorized in counties with population greater than 100,000. Two counties, Clark and Washoe, have family courts. Nev. Rev. Stat. § 3.0105 (West 2001). Tel. interview with Christina Chandler, asst. court admin. of the Eighth Jud. Dist. Court, fam. div. (Dec. 3, 2001).





�.	The pilot project has operated since July 1996. Two counties have organized family divisions within their courts. Tel. interview with Heidi Boyack, court admin., fam. div. (Dec. 5, 2001).





�.	New Jersey established its family division by constitutional amendment in 1983 (N.J. Const. art. 6, § 3, para. 3) (West 2001). N.J. Stat. Ann. §§ 2B, 3-1 to 5-3 (West 2001). Tel. interview with Mary DeLeo, former asst. dir. of the fam. div. (Nov. 21, 2001).





�.	Family court divisions, created by district court rule, only exist in the larger districts, where the population creates the need for such a division. There are two family courts. Tel. interview with Anne Kass, dist. judge (Nov. 14, 2001).





�.	New York statewide family courts were established in 1962. N.Y. Fam. Ct. Act § 113 (2001). Tel. interview with Jan Fink, deputy counselor, N.Y. unified court (Nov. 12, 2001).





�.	In 1999, pilot projects began, emanating from S. 1260 in the 1997 session, S.L. 1998-202 § 25 (West 2001). There are eight pilot projects in eight of the thirty-nine counties. Facsimile by Miriam Saxon, asst. deputy dir., court services div. (Nov. 27, 2001).





�.	North Dakota has a unified court system but no family court. N.D. Cent. Code §§ 27-20-03, 27-20-04, 14-15-01 (West 2001). Tel. interview with Ted Gladden, state court admin. (Nov. 7, 2001).





�.	Family court divisions are in selected areas of the state. In other areas there are more limited courts dealing with juvenile matters or specific domestic relations matters. Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 3105.011 (Anderson 2001). Tel. interview with Doug Stephens, dir. of jud. and court serv. div. (Nov. 9, 2001).





�.	Oklahoma family law divisions of the district court are in the two largest counties: Tulsa and Oklahoma Counties. Tel. interview with Julie Rorie, staff att’y, admin. office of courts (Nov. 16, 2001).





�.	All circuit courts in Oregon are state courts. About fifteen of thirty-six counties have family courts. Tel. interview with Doug Bray, trial court admin. office, Multnomah Cty. (Nov. 7, 2001).





�.	In Pennsylvania, larger counties such as Philadelphia County and Allegheny County have family court divisions. 42 Pa. Const. Stat. Ann. § 951 (2001). Local jurisdictions can create a family court division based on their needs. Each court of common pleas has a domestic relations section, which consists of probation officers and other staff of the court as assigned. 42 Pa. Const.Stat. Ann. § 961 (2001). Tel. interview with Charlotte Kirschner, stat. analyst, admin. office of courts (Nov. 12, 2001).





�.	Rhode Island established a family court in 1961. R.I. Gen. Laws § 8-10-3 (2001).





�.	South Carolina has had a family court since 1977. S.C. Code Ann. § 14-2-10 (2000). Tel. interview with Meredith Boyd, fam. court rep. (Nov. 16, 2001).





�.	South Dakota’s circuit court is the only court of general jurisdiction and hears all family law cases. S.D. Codified Laws §§ 26-7A-2, 25-3-1, 25-5A-5, 25-6-6, 26-7A-1, 25-10-2 (2001). Tel. interview with Teri Adams, exec. sec’y, unified jud. sys. (Dec. 21, 2001).





�.	Tennessee has no family court. The circuit and juvenile courts handle family law matters. Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 37-1-103, 37-1-104, 37-1-203, 37-1-205, 16-15-406 (2001). Tel. interview with Rebecca Montgomery, sr. staff att’y, Tenn. admin. office of courts (Nov. 19, 2001).





�.	The trend is toward statutorily preferring family courts. There is legislation to create family law courts in particular counties, one county at a time. Tel. interview with Mena Ramon, asst. gen. counsel, office of court admin. (Nov. 8, 2001).





�.	There is no family court or division. The district court and juvenile court hear family law cases. Utah Code Ann. § 78-3a-104, 105 (2001). Tel. interview with Brant Johnson, staff att’y, admin. office of the courts (Nov. 16, 2001).





�.	Vermont established its family court in 1990. Vt. Stat. Ann. tit 4, § 451 (2001). E-mail interview with Sally Fox, dir. of fam. court operations (Dec. 11, 2001).





�.	Virginia has no formal plans to implement a family court. Legislative studies in 2000 and 2001 have not resulted in any definitive action. Legislation creating a five-year pilot program was enacted in 1993 but was never funded and never took effect. E-mail interview with Lelia Hopper, dir., fam. court proj. (Dec. 10, 2001).





�.	Statewide family courts have remained in place in Washington since 1948. Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 26.12.010 (2001). Certain counties have created distinctive courts and some have created separate facilities for family law matters. Tel. interview with Merrie Gough, legal analyst, sup. court (Nov. 5, 2001).





�.	In West Virginia, as of January 1, 2002, there is a legislatively directed statewide unified family court with elected judges. W.V. Code § 51-2A-1 (2001). This legislation has rewritten the rules for practice and policy for family and domestic violence matters. Tel. interview with Barbara Baxter, deputy dir. of fam. courts (Nov. 5, 2001).





�.	In Wisconsin, there are family court divisions in larger counties and no need for them in smaller counties, where there are only one or two judges handling all matters. Tel. interview with Patrick Brummond, deputy dir. of state court admin. office (Nov. 9, 2001).





�.	Wyoming has no distinct family court or division. The county court and district/juvenile courts hear family law cases. Wyo. Stat. Ann. §§ 1-22-104, 14-6-203, 14-1-203, 14-2-106, 20-2-104, 5-9-133 (2001). Domestic violence matters are handled in circuit courts and in justice of the peace courts. Tel. interview with Holly Hansen, court admin., Wyo. Sup. Court (Nov. 16, 2001).
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