Chart 2: Custody Criteria
	STATE
	Statutory Guidelines
	Children’s Wishes
	Joint Custody
	Cooperative Parent
	Domestic Violence
	Health
	Attorney or GAL 

	Alabama
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Alaska
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Arizona
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Arkansas
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	California
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Colorado
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Connecticut
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Delaware
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X

	District of Columbia
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Florida
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Georgia
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	Hawaii
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Idaho
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Illinois
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Indiana
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Iowa
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Kansas
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Kentucky
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Louisiana
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Maine
	X
	X1
	X2
	
	X
	
	X

	Maryland
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	Massachusetts
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	Michigan
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Minnesota
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	Mississippi
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Missouri
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Montana
	X
	X
	X3
	
	X
	
	X

	Nebraska
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X

	Nevada
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	New Hampshire
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	New Jersey
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	New Mexico
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


	New York
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X

	North Carolina
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	

	North Dakota
	X
	X
	
	X4
	X
	X
	

	Ohio
	X
	X
	X5
	
	X
	X
	X

	Oklahoma
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Oregon
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	Pennsylvania
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Rhode Island
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	South Carolina
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	South Dakota
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Tennessee
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	Texas
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Utah
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Vermont
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	Virginia
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Washington
	X
	X6
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	West Virginia
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Wisconsin
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Wyoming
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	


1 Considered if child is old enough.


2 Now uses term shared parental rights and responsibilities.


3 Now uses term parenting and “joint” language has been eliminated.


4 By case law.


5 Now called shared parenting.


6 At discretion of court.





